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)
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Larry W. Craig d/b/a Craig Antenna Service, Trad, Inc., and Bill's Radio (the

Parties) hereby submit comments in regard to the above-captioned matter. In support of

their position, the Parties state the following:

The Parties have considered the various proposals contained within the Further

Notice of Proposed Rule Making and respectfully request the Commission to reject them

in their entirety. The proposals, individually and collectively, seemed designed to benefit

a few large operators at the expense of the many small operators.

The Parties, each a small operator, are grateful for this opportunity to inform the

Commission that the proposals, as written, would adversely affect each of their
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businesses. None of them would be in a position to bid on an MTA or a BTA.

Implementation of the proposed auction would put each of the Parties at the mercy of

the large operator with no concomitant benefit to them. They, and their customers would

be shuffled around the 800 MHz band, forced to explain to each of their customers why

the retooling of their equipment is necessary. Undoubtedly, each would bear the ultimate

cost of such a plan.

In addition, the Parties are at a loss to understand how ESMR eclipsed SMR in

importance in the Commission's eyes. SMR provides a valuable service to small

businesses throughout the country. ESMR promised the Commission in 1991, when the

first waiver was requested, that it could work with the present system of regulation in

building its experimental service. Now, like kudzu, ESMR threatens to choke the host

industry which it should thank for its start. Yet ESMR does not have nearly the

universal acceptance and usage of SMR. The Parties fervently believe that, at the very

least, before the Commission proceeds with the proposals outlined in the FNPRM,

ESMR should be made to prove itself worthy of such largesse by having already attracted

sufficient numbers of customers. Indeed, since it would appear that the implementation

of the Commission's plans will, necessarily result in a blow, perhaps fatal, to the SMR

industry, the Commission should postpone any action until ESMR appears more

beneficial on balance than SMR.
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Conclusion

For all the foregoing reasons, the Parties respectfully request that the Commission

reject the proposals contained in the above-captioned FNPRM.

Respectfully submitted,
LARRY W. CRAIG
D/BIA CRAIG ANTENNA SERVICE
TRAD, INC.
BILL'S RADIO

BY~
Brown and Schwaninger
Suite 650
1835 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
202/223-8837
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